Carboplatin and paclitaxel in patients with advanced ovarian cancer: a dose-finding study.
Paclitaxel (Taxol; Bristol-Myers Squibb Company, Princeton, NJ) combined with cisplatin seems the new standard of care for ovarian cancer patients. Since carboplatin lacks the neurotoxicity of cisplatin with an equal antitumor activity against ovarian cancer, it was chosen as the next logical step for combination chemotherapy with paclitaxel. In 46 patients an alternating dose-escalation trial has been performed. The maximum tolerated doses are carboplatin 500 mg (area under the concentration-time curve of 9) and paclitaxel 200 mg/m2 given every 3 weeks. The dose-limiting toxicity is thrombocytopenia, which emerges in the later stages of the treatment. A true platelet-sparing effect of the combination seems highly probable. The antitumor activity of the combination equals that reported for the new standard paclitaxel/cisplatin treatment. Further phase III studies are warranted.